
March 16, 2017 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:15 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All Commissioners were 

present.  Also in attendance was County Engineer, Jerilyn Swenson.     

Chairman Gunderson asked if there were any additions or deletions to the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion 

to approve the agenda with additions, Commissioner Redland seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the March 7th meeting with one addition.  Commissioner 

Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson brought before the board three affidavits of lost checks signed by Scott Norquist, Jason Douville, 

and Alden Anderson on behalf of the Carol Andersen estate, requesting that a duplicate warrant be issued to each 

individual.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the affidavit of lost check, waive the bond and issue 

duplicate checks to the above named individuals.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then brought before the board a request from Sonja Meline, Crime Victim Advocate, to accept a 

donation from the Wild Rice Lutheran Church Ladies Aid in the amount of $150.00.  Commissioner Redland made a motion 

to approve acceptance of the donation to the Crime Victim Advocate.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Dave Stene, Social Services Fiscal Supervisor, presented the Social Services bills in the amount of $78,249.51.  Commissioner 

Jacobson made a motion to approve payment of the Social Services bills as presented.  Commissioner Bommersbach 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Sarah Kjono, Public Health Director, updated the board on the Public Health legislative priorities for 2017; citing the top 

three priorities to be 1) Increase Local Public Health Grant Funding, 2) Increase MA Reimbursements for Family Home Visits, 

and 3) Maintain Statewide Health Improvement Partnership (SHIP) Funding.  Ms. Kjono also noted that Public Health Day at 

the Capitol would be Thursday, March 23, 2017, which she would be attending.  Sarah also noted she would attend when 

the State Community Health Services Advisory Committee (SCHSAC) of the Minnesota Department of Health presented its 

report to the legislature on Friday, March 24, 2017.    

Sarah also discussed a community forum that was held in Crookston in February entitled “Deadly Realities”.  This was 

sponsored by the Drug Task Force and they had a screening of the documentary film titled “Faded” as well as a panel of 

community members involved with the opioid epidemic afterward to discuss and answer questions.  Ms. Kjono noted that 

the “Impact Coalition” in Norman County is planning a community forum on the opioid problem set for April 26th at the 

Ada-Borup High School auditorium.  More information will be forth coming.   

Ms. Kjono also stated that she had been having conversation with Michelle Thordal, Social Services, regarding hair follicle 

testing for drug use and whether Norman-Mahnomen Public Health could provide this rather than Social Services sending 

clients to Fargo to have this done.  Sarah stated that Polk County Public Health has been doing this for approximately a year 

and it has been going good.  She will be looking into this further.   

Sarah also noted that Public Health Week is April 3rd through 9th, and NMPH is planning an open house for April 4th.   

Ms. Kjono then brought before the board the idea that she is interested in putting the Mahnomen County office onto the 

Norman County phone system.  Sarah explained that she estimated the total cost to be approximately $3,300 and she 

would be sharing this information with the Mahnomen County Board next week.  She felt the cost would most likely come 

from the Public Health budget, and she felt that it would increase efficiency between the two offices and also decrease the 

cost of long distance between the two offices.   

Sarah also informed the board that she was exploring a collaboration with Essentia Health in Ada with regard to Family 

Planning services.   

After a short break, Jerilyn Swenson, County Engineer, updated the board on the tree removal for the County Road 161 

bridge replacement.   

Ms. Swenson informed the board that the bid lettings held on the 14th were very favorable and she requested that they 

award the low bidder, Knife River Materials, the bid for milling of bituminous, bituminous overlay and aggregate shoulders 

consisting of almost 20 miles, involving CSAH 19, 25, 28 and 31.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve 

awarding the bid to Knife River Materials for S.A.P. 054-619-032, S.A.P. 054-625-021, S.A.P. 054-628-005, and S.A.P. 054-

631-013 for a total bid of $1,843,590.43.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jerilyn then addressed the bid letting for CP 17-00-01, for aggregate shouldering at various locations within the county.  She 

requested that the board award the low bidder, Davidson Construction, the bid.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to 

approve awarding the bid for CP 17-00-01, for aggregate shouldering at various locations in Norman County to Davidson 

Construction for a total bid of $188,190.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



Ms. Swenson noted that due to the favorable bids, she would like to look at adding additional paving projects for 2017 with 

possible bid letting in May.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to allow Jerilyn to pursue preparing 

additional projects for bid letting.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Jerilyn then brought before the board information received from the State of Minnesota, DNR, regarding trail applications 

for grants, stating that Norman County would receive $50,000 for local match as well as $23,000 for a maintenance grant.  

As trail administrator, Jerilyn requested that the board move ahead with accepting Project #0036-16-1C, Ada to Polk County 

Line Rail Bed Project.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve signing the State of Minnesota, 

Federal Sub-Award Agreement, for $150,000 to be used to refurbish (rehabilitate) 3 of 13 span bridges for snowmobile and 

OHV usage.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and four voted in favor, with one nay coming from Commissioner 

Jacobson.   

Next on the agenda, Ms. Swenson brought forward the final acceptance payment on SAP 54-598-36, to Korby Contracting 

Company, Inc. of Fergus Falls for a bridge replacement on CR 160, from 2013.  Ms. Swenson noted that due to partial 

federal funding, the company had some paperwork that had to be filed and due to extenuating circumstances within their 

company, this had just finally been completed.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve final payment on SAP 54-

598-36 to Korby Contracting Company, Inc. in the amount of $63,771.84.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.       

Jerilyn then brought back the County Ditch 75 petition from the last board meeting which was signed by Darryl Chisholm, 

Matthew Chisholm, Garrett Chisholm and Michael Chisholm.  After considerable discussion, Ms. Swenson was asked to 

schedule a meeting with the landowners and Commissioner Gunderson to discuss intentions of the petition and whether 

they were looking for improvement to the ditch system or simply cleaning and maintenance.   

Ms. Swenson then stated that she had received a retirement letter from Mike Skansgaard, heavy equipment operator, 

stating his last day would be March 31st.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to accept the retirement of Michael 

Skansgaard with a thank you for his 11 years of service to Norman County.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Jerilyn requested she be allowed to post the position for heavy equipment operator in-house for five days, and then to 

advertise for either a heavy equipment operator, if no one from within the county was chosen to fill the position, or 

otherwise to advertise to fill the position vacated by someone from within the county moving into the heavy equipment 

operator position.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to advertise in house for five days for the heavy equipment operator, and then to 

advertise to fill the position vacated by someone moving into the HEO position, or to advertise to fill the HEO position if no 

one from within the highway department was chosen to fill the position.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the 

motion and all voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson then addressed the board regarding County Resolution 12-15-2016-2 with regard to establishing 

a Committed Road & Bridge Fund Balance for the purchase of large equipment which was at that time estimated to be 

$30,000.  Donna noted that the final amount was to be brought back to the board for final approval after year-end activities 

were completed.  She noted that the actual dollar amount was $17,603, and she presented the board with County 

Resolution 03-16-2017-1 for approval.  Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve County Resolution 03-16-2017-1 

establishing the Large Equipment Committed Fund in the amount of $17,603 for Road and Bridge for 2016.  Commissioner 

Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Nancy Ramon, representing Tri-Valley Opportunity Council, then addressed the board regarding a resolution authorizing 

application for Minnesota Housing Finance Agency Family Homelessness Prevention and Assistance Program.  After some 

discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve County Resolution 03-16-2017-2 authorizing Tri-Valley 

Opportunity Council, Inc. to administer funds made available through Minnesota Housing Finance Agency Family 

Homelessness Prevention and Assistance Program in Norman County.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson had to leave the meeting in order to process a deed for an individual from out of town.  Teri 

Taylor entered the meeting to resume taking notes.  

County Attorney, James Brue, entered the meeting at approximately 11 a.m. and noted the informational meeting held in 

Gary on the 15th regarding buffer strips.  James felt there was good discussion brought forth and a large turnout.   

Mr. Brue then brought forth a job description created by the newly formed Staffing Committee, which consists of 

Commissioner Bommersbach, Commissioner Gunderson and himself, for a new position of a Chief Financial Officer.   Jerilyn 

Swenson, Engineer, who was in attendance voiced concern and offered insight regarding the concept of adding duties to 

this job description making some processes more streamlined.  She also voiced concern regarding the lack of 

communication during this process of creating and implementing this new position.   

Auditor-Treasurer Hanson re-entered the meeting to resume taking notes.  Further discussion ensued on the proposed new 

position, and Auditor-Treasurer Hanson stated that she was willing to give this a try for six months, but voiced her concern 

and reservations as to whether this newly created position was really going to offer her office that much assistance or 

significantly ease the work load.     



Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve advertising for the Chief Financial Officer for two weeks in the TV Times 

and Norman County Index.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  It was noted that Teri Taylor, 

Human Resources, was to be instructed to advertise, as well as set up a Pay Equity Meeting before interviewing, and the 

Salary Committee would meet with the candidate selected to negotiate a salary dependent on qualifications.   

Kristi Nelson, Social Services Director, presented the Lutheran Social Services of MN, Guardian and Conservator Purchase of 

Service Agreement.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve accepting the LSS contract.  Commissioner Redland 

seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Linda Houglum, 4-H Coordinator, presented a request to the board that Leah Sip be appointed to the Extension Committee, 

as Mason Kitchell would no longer be on the committee.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the 

appointment of Leah Sip to the Extension Committee.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Mike Lampton, representing the Twin Valley Cub Scouts, Troop 684, approached the board requesting permission for the 

newly formed scout troop to use the property in Section 30 of Fossum Township owned by the State of Minnesota that is 

administered by the county.  After some discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to allow the scouts to use the 

property in Section 30 of Fossum Township.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Kari Aanenson, County Recorder, approached the board with a request to meet with the staffing committee.  The staffing 

committee set a meeting date of Tuesday, March 28th at 1 pm in the board room.   

Commissioner Jacobson brought before the board the appointed versus elected position with regard to the resolution that 

had been sent to the legislature involving the Auditor-Treasurer position and the Recorder position.  He stated that at this 

time it appears that the Recorder and the Auditor-Treasurer are not in favor of this change and it doesn’t look like this will 

go ahead without a change in their opinions.  Discussion ensued and the commissioners encouraged both Kari and Donna  

to contact them should they reconsider their viewpoint.   

Commissioner Redland made a motion to approve the payment of bills as presented:   

     Road & Bridge - $18,327.05  Revenue - $4,256.37  Building - $486.22 

     Public Health - $2704.18  County Homes - $50.00  TOTAL - $25,823.82 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.       

Teri Taylor, Human Resources, addressed the board regarding changes to the cafeteria plan, stating that the IRS sets limits 

to the medical benefit plan.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the changes to the Flexible Spending 

Account.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Ms. Taylor then brought before the board the consideration of leadership training offered by Minnesota Counties 

Intergovernmental Trust (MCIT).  Teri stated she believes there is Department Head interest, relaying that at the recent 

Dept. Head meeting, it appeared the most interest was in option #3 which would include the commissioners in the training.  

Commissioner Hall noted that she feels conflict resolution needs to be addressed.  Ms. Taylor also reminded Commissioners 

Gunderson and Bommersbach of the next Dept. Head meeting scheduled for April 28th at 9 a.m.   

There being no further discussion or items on the agenda, Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting at 12:04 p.m.  

 

 

________________________________________   _______________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman     Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 

 


